
Group: Toni, Elijah, Chenile, Zyree, Aja’yia
Book:  The Mitten

Before Reading
• Readers, let’s look at the cover of this book.  

What do you notice?  (Pause for student 
response.)  Yes, it’s snowing; it’s winter; 
there’s a big mitten.  I want to tell you that 
really great readers are always making 
predictions while they read, which means 
they’re thinking about what they’re reading 
and guessing what will happen later in the 
book.  So, let’s look at the cover and make a 
prediction.  When we look at the cover and see 
all this snow, and this big mitten, what do you 
think this book might be about?  (Pause again 
for student response.) 

**Most vocabulary supported pictorially, but 
teach sound words—squish, squash, squeeze.  

During Reading
• Stop @ p5. What animals are in 

the mitten so far?  What do 
you think is going to happen 
next?  

• Stop again @ p.10.  What do 
you think is going to happen 
now that the ant is getting 
into the mitten?  

After Reading
• Point out/discuss that ending is 

funny because all the big animals 
get into the mitten with no 
problem, but the teeny tiny ant 
(the only animal that really would 
fit into the mitten) is the animal 
that busts the mitten open.  

• Readers, you made some really 
smart text-based predictions 
today.  You can practice this same 
idea, making predictions, when 
you’re reading by yourself.  

Observations

TP:  Readers make and revise predictions as they read.



The Mitten
Level D

The bear was cold.  

The bear got into 

the warm mitten.

The fox was cold, 

too.  He got into 

the warm mitten 

with the bear.

Squish, squash, 

squeeze.  Ah. 

The rabbit was cold.  

She got into the be 

warm mitten, too.  

Squish, squash,

squeeze.  Ah.

The blue jay was 

cold, too.  He got 

into the mitten 

after rabbit.

Squish, squash, 

squeeze.  Ah.

The ant was cold.  The 

ant got into the 

mitten.

Squish, squash, 

squeeze.

KABOOM!



Group: Arturo, Ja-Niyah D., Amoni, Ayanna 
Book:  Living Things.

Before Reading
• Readers, the title of this book is Living 

Things.  Can you tell me some things that 
are living? (Push each kid to provide at 
least 1 example.)  What do living things 
need to stay alive?  Do all living things 
need the same things to stay alive?  What 
do you need to stay alive?  

• +:  Information given in simple sentences; 
photographs reinforce text; vocab mostly 
decodable or HFW.

• D:  Diagrams on right pages; explain how 
arrows show directions, flow.  

• Vocabulary:  adult, baby, follow, food, 
grow, living, need, sense 

During Reading
• Stop @ p.7. What are some 

things that living things need?  
Which living things move by 
following the sun?  

After Reading
• Sort pictures on last page—living or 

nonliving?
• Let’s think about the category 

“living things that fly”.  What could 
fit into this group?  What about 
living things that swim?  Living 
things that don’t have legs?

• Now let’s think about why it’s 
important to know what living things 
need.  What would happen if you 
didn’t know a plant needed water to 
stay alive?  What would happen if 
you didn’t know your pet needed 
food?  

Observations

TP:  Organizing information into categories 
can help us understand important 
characteristics



Living things
Level E

We eat. Living things need 

food.  Animals eat 

food.  Plants make 

their own foo.d

We drink.

Living things need 

water.  Animals and 

plants need water.

We move. Living things move.  

Animals move in 

many ways.  Plants

move their flowers.  

They follow the sun.

We grow. Living 

things grow.  Baby 

animals grow into 

adult animals.  Seeds 

grow into plants.

We have senses. Animals and plants 

have senses, too.  

Cats use whiskers to 

sense things.  Some 

flowers sense day and 

night.

Find the living 

things.  


